Adventist Youth Ministries Department
2015 Events

The Adventist Youth Ministries Department of the Greater New York Conference is where
people of all walks of life can find spiritual joy and fulfilment. The Youth Department offers
activities throughout the entire year that can address the needs of our children, teens, youths,
young adults, adults, leaders, churches and our communities.

Monthly advisories, including a year-end retreat, are held with our coordinators, instructors
and staff to review and develop these activities.
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Purpose and Description: To promote and develop physicakactivity and team building
through sports. Children, teens; youths and adults leave with a better'sense of Christian
companionship and sportsmanship.

Frequency: Once a year

Training Events

Adventist Youth Leadership & Evangelism Congress

Purpose and Description: To train youths and adults in leadership and evangelism in order to
effectively proclaim the gospel of Jesus to their local church and community. This program is
for our Coordinators, Instructors, Adventist Youth Leaders, Pathfinder Directors, Adventurer
Directors and any member of our conference who desires to work in Youth Ministry. The
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tracks offered are: Master Guide Certification, Pathfinder Leadership Award, Pathfinder
Instructor Award, Adventurer Leadership Award, Adventurer Instructor Award, Adventist
Youth Leadership Certification, Adventist Youth Emergency Corps Certification, Adventist
Youth Media Certification, Adventist Youth Preach Certification and Adventist Youth Theatre
Certification. Additional classes are held throughout the year for those who desire to
graduate.

For the past three years, the number of congress attendees has remained constant.
Attendees have included individuals from our sister conferences in New Jersey, Connecticut
and Pennsylvania, as well as international attendees from Jamaica, Puerto Rico, and the
Dominican Republic. . We strive tgimprove the current tracks and add new tracks in order to
better equip our leaders as they falle ever-changing challenges in their ministry.

Frequency: Once g year
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This is a required activity for all candidates desiringitoe graduate in all tracks."Candidates
leave with a sense of spiritual fulfillment thatwill.encourage themto press forward in
completing their track and their work in God’s ministry.

Frequency: Once a year

Final Exam for Candidates

Purpose and Description: To give candidates an opportunity to showcase what they have
learned during the year through written and practical exams. The candidates are required to
obtain a passing grade in order to graduate. The final exam method varies depending on the
track.

Frequency: Once a year
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Adventist Youth Investiture and Graduation Service

Purpose and Description: To invest or graduate candidates who have completed their
respective tracks and fulfilled all the proper requirements. Each year the Adventist Youth
Ministries Department graduates approximately 150 to 200 well-trained youths and adults
who are ready for the spiritual battle in their communities. Class A Uniform Required.

Frequency: Once a year

Youth Bible Prophecy Training
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Adventurer/Pathfinder Induction

Purpose and Description: To publicly acknowledge children, teens, youths and adults as
official Adventurer/Pathfinder club members through a special program that explains the
ideals and principles of the club. Each inductee publicly promises to adhere to the club’s
pledge and law in the local church. Because the role of the parents in the process is very
important as these new members are added to the club, parents are asked to participate in
the induction ceremony as a support to the inductees. The Adventurer/Pathfinder ministry
makes a huge impact on these children, teens, youths and young adults as they pledge to
dedicate their lives to the Lord. Class A Uniform required. Occurs at the local church.

Frequency: Once a year
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Adventurer/Pathfinder Directors Meeting

Purpose and Description: To provide an avenue to distribute vital information and instruction
for the upcoming camporees. Directors will gain an understanding of the expectations,
receive useful guidance in planning for camporee and have an opportunity to ask questions.
Directors also have a chance to connect with other directors around the conference as well
as their area coordinators. Directors leave the meeting excited about the upcoming camporee
and ready to direct their club’s preparation for it.

Frequency: Once a year

Adventurer/Pathfinder Camporeg
Purpose and Description: To train fie adventurers/pathfinders in the art of camping without
the normal accommodations in ord@@Mprepare them to survive in the end times. This event
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and skills of the graduate highlighting their'experience and.the Club’s impacton their lives
over the year to the local church. The adventurers/pathfinders feel'a sense of
accomplishment as they are publicly and officially invested‘into the next level. Class A
Uniform required. Occurs at the local church.

Frequency: Once a year

Pathfinder Union Camporee

Purpose and Description: To bring together pathfinder clubs from the Atlantic Union in a
spiritual and natural atmosphere where they are able to showcase skills learned through
competitive events and where they can obtain honors. It is also an opportunity to meet and
make new friends. Pathfinders take advantage of this event to learn more about God and
nature. Local conference camporees still occur during the year this event is held.

Frequency: Every five years
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Pathfinder International Camporee

Purpose and Description: To celebrate the importance of the Pathfinder ministry and its
spiritual influence. This event has become a leadership and spiritual rite of passage for
youths and adults. It also has become a gathering place for world leaders who understand
the importance of this generation and their value to the mission of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church. This event is organized by a unique group of people from all over North America.
50,000 Pathfinders from over 100 countries come to play, share, learn and worship together.
It's an opportunity of a lifetime; sure to strengthen each attendee’s relationship with God.
Local conference camporees still occur during the year this event is held.

Frequency: Every five years
Website: camporee.org
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United Camp Meeting

Purpose and Description: To create an environment where youths and young adults from all
cultures can come together to learn more about Christ and make new friends. The Youth
Department prepares an excellent and diversified program that incorporates the various
cultures represented in the conference. The day’s activities also include a parade where all
the various ministries and cultures can showcase their uniform, flags and traditional attire.
People leave with the certainty that no matter where we are from, we are all united in Christ.

Frequency: Once a year
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Spiritual Development Events

Bible Expedition Experience

Purpose and Description: To experience the Bible more vividly by traveling to places that
trace its history and to motivate and inspire youths and adults to engage in a profound study
of the Bible. Each person comes back with a new found understanding of the Scriptures, thus
encouraging them to develop a deeper relationship with God.

Frequency: Every two years
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Musical Ministry: THERISEN

Purpose and Description: To present the birth, &sacrifice of Jesus Christ'using musical
expression. This event is targeted to the non-Adventist Christian €ommunity.and intended to
promote the anticipation of Christ’s soon return.

Frequency: Once a year

Praise and Prayer Experience

Purpose and Description: To give the young adults and youths an opportunity to come
together to pray, sing and share experiences that serve as a daily spiritual motivation.
Participants will develop a sense of unity and spiritual connection with God and their peers.
Frequency: Twice a year: one by area and one united

Week of Youth Evangelism
Purpose and Description: To promote the mission of the church in bringing the gospel
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message to the world. This is a local church event where the youths and young adults work
together to conduct a week long evangelistic series. It is an opportunity for the youths to take
on major roles including preaching and evangelism. Participants will feel a sense of purpose
as they become co-laborers with Christ in promoting the gospel message. It is expected that
souls will be won for the kingdom and many will appreciate a closer walk with Christ. Occurs
at the local church.

Frequency: Once a year

GodEncounters

Purpose and Description: To create a strong community of young adult believers in the
Atlantic Union. This is an opporturfly to worship, pray, commune, and connect with God.
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Compassion

Purpose and Description: To preach with our actions, because actions speak louder than

words. It is the new lifestyle of a generation of Adventist youths and young adults who have

the same priorities as Jesus, and want to live a life filled with His love and kindness for

humanity and all creation. It is a movement initiated in the Northeast of the United States and

the Islands of Bermuda with the objective to influence, teach, encourage, and provide

opportunities for youths and young adults, in the church and its community, locally and

potentially worldwide, to practice the compassion that Jesus lived daily. Participants leave

with a sense of community and spiritual fulfillment.

Frequency:

* Compassion Sabbath occur every second Sabbath of the month in the local level so that
each church can intentionally serve the community.
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* Compassion Weekend occurs two times a year: one at the union level and one at the
conference level.
* Compassion Projects
o Periodical events include TSC NYC Marathon where volunteers sign up to assist
the runners.
o Some events occur sporadically as a result of an immediate need. For example,
Super storm Sandy.
Website: compassion-now.org

Special Events
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Cruise with the Sp

Purpose: To provide an epport 0 0.enjoy a relaxing
but purposeful.cruise. Each nig BTo0NQg Service WhICh includes testimonies,

intercessory prayers, and a relevant topic that issstudied. during the entire week. In addition,
compassion projects are executedsat each port of call. It’s a'combination«of a spiritual
development and outreach event. Each person returns'with'a more profound connection with
God and with the community. It gives attendees‘a sense of,purpose and mission in their
lives.

Frequency: Every two years

Adventist Youth Work Day

Purpose and Description: To provide an opportunity for youths, young adults, and adults to
assist in preparing our campground for the anticipated summer activities. Work activities can
range from picking up trash on the ground to constructing obstacle courses for upcoming
camporees. Participants leave with a sense of accomplishment having provided service to a
meaningful cause.

Frequency: Once a year
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